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fused to ask authorisation from the State twenty
years before, were compelled, by the Law of
Association, in 1901, to disband, though the
authorised orders remained untouched. On
July 7, 1904, at the instigation of M. Combes, a
law was passed preventing the orders from
teaching, though this change is to have ten
years for its consummation.

Every one of these measures, not uniformly
wise or uniformly just, was represented by the
clericals as a war against the Church and against
God. This threadbare accusation, repeated
for a quarter of a century, has come to be re-
garded even by a large number of Catholics as
an ecclesiastical cant phrase. The way in which
the clericals defended their cause won them but
few friends. Their attitude strained the re-
lations on both sides. France became divided
into two camps by a water-tight compartment
of passion and hatred. It was then that the
news of the protest of the Pope was spread,
The national indignation knew no bounds; the
French Ambassador was recalled. Thereupon
it was learned that the Pope had dismissed two
French bishops. Immediately the Concordat
relations were at an end.

M. Combes was in some ways the man of the
tour.    His great talent had  largely consisted